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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to develop a novel framework for evaluating the transformation driven by blockchain
technology in regional multichannel retailing. Considering the challenges related to information transparency, coordination
among sales channels, customer trust, and supply chain efficiency, identifying the factors influencing blockchain adoption
and development is of significant importance.

Methodology: This study is applied in purpose and descriptive—analytical in nature. The statistical population consisted of
managers involved in technology-related activities within multichannel retailing organizations who were selected through
purposive sampling. Data were collected using a questionnaire whose validity was confirmed through the CVR index and
reliability through Cronbach’s alpha coefficient. Fuzzy DEMATEL was employed to analyze the data and identify causal
relationships among the factors.

Findings: The results revealed that factors such as continuous accessibility, monitoring, transaction cost reduction,
disintermediation, smart contracts, reduced settlement time, trust, privacy, auditability, and transparency were classified as
causal factors. In contrast, anonymity, consensus-based transactions, decentralized databases, security, performance,
immutability, and improved risk management were identified as effect factors. The findings indicate that transaction
separation capability and error reduction are among the most influential blockchain characteristics in enhancing multichannel
retail performance.

Originality/Value: The originality of this study lies in proposing an integrated framework for analyzing the causal
relationships among factors affecting blockchain-driven digital transformation in regional multichannel retailing. The
findings provide practical insights for managers seeking to develop digital infrastructures, enhance transparency, improve
customer trust, and increase supply chain efficiency.
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Figure 1- Research implementation steps.
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Table 1- Normalized direct effect matrix (I).

M1 M2 M3 M4 M5 M6 M7 M8 M9 M10 M11 Mi12 Mi13 Ml4 Mi5

M1 | 0.000 0.018 0.018 0.024 0.024 0.030 0.012 0.012 0.024 0.018 0.012 0.006 0.018 0.006 0.024
M2 | 0.006 0.000 0.024 0.024 0.018 0.018 0.018 0.012 0.012 0.006 0.024 0.006 0.012 0.018 0.006
M3 | 0.000 0.006 0.000 0.024 0.006 0.006 0.018 0.030 0.012 0.018 0.018 0.030 0.012 0.018 0.018
M4 | 0.000 0.024 0.030 0.000 0.006 0.018 0.018 0.012 0.024 0.012 0.018 0.024 0.000 0.024 0.006
MS | 0.012 0.006 0.006 0.024 0.000 0.024 0.006 0.018 0.030 0.018 0.018 0.018 0.030 0.036 0.019
M6 | 0.006 0.006 0.024 0.006 0.012 ' 0.000 0.018 0.018 0.019 0.012 0.006 0.024 0.024 0.018 0.024
M7 | 0.018 0.006 0.012 0.012 0.006 0.030 0.000 0.036 0.024 0.006 0.018 0.019 0.024 0.030 0.018
M8 | 0.018 0.012 0.012 0.024 0.024 0.018 0.006 0.000 0.018 0.024 0.018 0.012 0.024 0.000 0.030
M9 | 0.012 0.012 0.018 0.018 0.006 0.024 0.024 0.006 = 0.000 0.030 0.006 0.030 0.000 0.024 0.036
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Table 1- Continued.
M1 M2 M3 M4 MS Mé M7 M8 M9 M10 Ml11 M12 M13 Ml14 MI15
M10 | 0.012 0.012 0.006 0.036 0.000 0.018 0.036 0.012 0.012  0.000 0.019 0.036 0.012 0.006 0.030
Mi11 | 0.019 0.018 0.024 0.036 0.012 0.018 0.012 0.012 0.024 0.012 0.000 0.018 0.030 0.012 0.006
M12 | 0.024 0.024 0.024 0.012 0.018 0.012 0.018 0.030 0.018 0.030 0.012  0.000 0.024 0.012 0.012
M13 | 0.012 0.012 0.012 0.030 0.024 0.030 0.018 0.018 0.012 0.019 0.018 0.024 0.000 0.018 0.018
Mi14 | 0.030 0.018 0.024 0.006 0.024 0.006 0.006 0.030 0.019 0.006 0.036 0.012 0.012  0.000 0.006
M15 | 0.006 0.018 0.006 0.012 0.019 0.012 0.006 0.036 0.012 0.024 0.012 0.018 0.012 0.036 0.000
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Table 2- Normalized direct effect matrix (M).
M1 M2 M3 M4 M5 M6 M7 M8 M9 M10 M1l Mi12 M13 Ml4 Mi5
M1 | 0.000 0.030 0.030 0.036 0.036 0.042 0.024 0.024 0.036 0.030 0.024 0.018 0.030 0.018 0.036
M2 | 0.018 0.000 0.036 0.036 0.030 0.030 0.030 0.024 0.024 0.018 0.036 0.018 0.024 0.030 0.018
M3 | 0.012 0.018  0.000 0.036 0.018 0.018 0.030 0.042 0.024 0.030 0.030 0.042 0.024 0.030 0.030
M4 | 0.012 0.036 0.042 0.000 0.018 0.030 0.030 0.024 0.036 0.024 0.030 0.036 0.012 0.036 0.018
M5 | 0.024 0.018 0.018 0.036 0.000 0.036 0.018 0.030 0.042 0.030 0.030 0.030 0.042 0.048 0.031
M6 | 0.018 0.018 0.036 0.018 0.024 0.000 0.030 0.030 0.031 0.024 0.018 0.036 0.036 0.030 0.036
M7 | 0.030 0.018 0.024 0.024 0.018 0.042 0.000 0.048 0.036 0.018 0.030 0.031 0.036 0.042 0.030
M8 | 0.030 0.024 0.024 0.036 0.036 0.030 0.018 0.000 0.030 0.036 0.030 0.024 0.036 0.012 0.042
M9 | 0.024 0.024 0.030 0.030 0.018 0.036 0.036 0.018 0.000 0.042 0.018 0.042 0.012 0.036 0.048
M10 | 0.024 0.024 0.018 0.048 0.012 0.030 0.048 0.024 0.024  0.000 0.031 0.048 0.024 0.018 0.042
M11 | 0.031 0.030 0.036 0.048 0.024 0.030 0.024 0.024 0.036 0.024 0.000 0.030 0.042 0.024 0.018
M12 | 0.036 0.036 0.036 0.024 0.030 0.024 0.030 0.042 0.030 0.042 0.024 0.000 0.036 0.024 0.024
M13 | 0.024 0.024 0.024 0.042 0.036 0.042 0.030 0.030 0.024 0.031 0.030 0.036 0.000 0.030 0.030
M14 | 0.042 0.030 0.036 0.018 0.036 0.018 0.018 0.042 0.031 0.018 0.048 0.024 0.024 0.000 0.018
M15 | 0.018 0.030 0.018 0.024 0.031 0.024 0.018 0.048 0.024 0.036 0.024 0.030 0.024 0.048 = 0.000
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Table 3- Normalized direct effect matrix (u).
M1 M2 M3 M4 M5 M6 M7 M8 M9 M10 Mi11 Mi12 M13 Mi4 Mi5
M1 | 0.000 0.042 0.042 0.048 0.048 0.048 0.036 0.036 0.048 0.042 0.036 0.030 0.042 0.030 0.042
M2 | 0.030 0.000 0.048 0.048 0.042 0.042 0.036 0.036 0.036 0.030 0.042 0.030 0.036 0.042 0.030
M3 | 0.024 0.030 0.000 0.042 0.030 0.030 0.042 0.048 0.036 0.036 0.036 0.048 0.036 0.042 0.042
M4 | 0.024 0.048 0.048 = 0.000 0.030 0.042 0.042 0.036 0.042 0.036 0.042 0.042 0.024 0.042 0.030
M5 | 0.036 0.030 0.030 0.048 0.000 0.048 0.030 0.042 0.048 0.042 0.036 0.042 0.048 0.048 0.036
M6 | 0.030 0.030 0.048 0.030 0.036 0.000 0.042 0.036 0.036 0.036 0.030 0.042 0.042 0.042 0.042
M7 | 0.042 0.030 0.036 0.036 0.030 0.048 0.000 0.048 0.042 0.030 0.042 0.036 0.042 0.048 0.042
M8 | 0.036 0.036 0.036 0.042 0.042 0.042 0.030 0.000 0.036 0.042 0.042 0.036 0.048 0.024 0.048
M9 | 0.036 0.036 0.042 0.042 0.030 0.042 0.042 0.030 0.000 0.048 0.030 0.048 0.024 0.042 0.048
M10 | 0.036 0.036 0.030 0.048 0.024 0.036 0.048 0.036 0.036 ' 0.000 0.036 0.048 0.036 0.030 0.048
M11 | 0.036 0.036 0.042 0.048 0.036 0.036 0.036 0.036 0.042 0.036 0.000 0.042 0.048 0.036 0.030
M12 | 0.042 0.042 0.042 0.036 0.042 0.036 0.042 0.048 0.042 0.048 0.036 0.000 0.042 0.036 0.036
M13 | 0.036 0.036 0.036 0.048 0.042 0.048 0.042 0.042 0.036 0.036 0.042 0.042 0.000 0.036 0.042
M14 | 0.048 0.042 0.042 0.030 0.048 0.030 0.030 0.048 0.036 0.030 0.048 0.036 0.036 0.000 0.030
M15 | 0.030 0.042 0.030 0.036 0.036 0.036 0.030 0.048 0.036 0.042 0.036 0.036 0.036 0.048 = 0.000
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Table 4- The first component of the total connectivity fuzzy matrix or Tl (the inverse product of the I-XI
matrix by the X1 matrix).

M1 M2 M3 M4 M5 M6 M7 M8 M9 M10 MI11 MI12 M13 Mi14 Ml1S ... sum

M1 [0.011 0.027 0.029 0.038 0.035 0.044 0.024 0.025 0.038 0.030 0.023 0.019 0.030 0.019 0.036 0.7302
M2 |0.018 0.010 0.036 0.038 0.029 0.032 0.029 0.025 0.026 0.018 0.034 0.019 0.024 0.031 0.018 0.7150
M3 |[0.011 0.016 0.011 0.037 0.016 0.019 0.028 0.042 0.024 0.028 0.027 0.041 0.023 0.029 0.029 0.6534
M4 |0.011 0.033 0.041 0.014 0.016 0.031 0.029 0.025 0.036 0.023 0.028 0.035 0.011 0.036 0.017 0.6832
MS |0.023 0.016 0.018 0.038 0.011 0.038 0.018 0.031 0.043 0.030 0.028 0.031 0.041 0.048 0.030 0.7051
M6 |(0.016 0.014 0.033 0.018 0.021 0.012 0.028 0.029 0.029 0.022 0.015 0.035 0.033 0.029 0.034 0.6024
M7 |0.031 0.016 0.025 0.028 0.018 0.045 0.012 0.049 0.038 0.020 0.029 0.032 0.036 0.043 0.031 0.7720
M8 |[0.028 0.021 0.024 0.038 0.034 0.032 0.018 0.012 0.031 0.037 0.028 0.025 0.035 0.013 0.041 0.7039
M9 |[0.024 0.022 0.029 0.032 0.017 0.038 0.035 0.020 0.014 0.042 0.016 0.042 0.012 0.036 0.047 0.7235
M10 |0.024 0.023 0.019 0.050 0.012 0.033 0.048 0.027 0.027 0.013 0.030 0.049 0.025 0.020 0.042 0.7699
M11 [0.028 0.026 0.035 0.049 0.022 0.031 0.023 0.024 0.037 0.024 0.010 0.030 0.040 0.024 0.017 0.6705
M12 |0.035 0.033 0.035 0.027 0.029 0.026 0.029 0.042 0.031 0.042 0.022 0.013 0.035 0.024 0.025 0.7076
M13 |0.023 0.021 0.023 0.042 0.035 0.043 0.029 0.030 0.025 0.030 0.028 0.036 0.012 0.030 0.029 0.6900
M14 [0.040 0.026 0.035 0.020 0.034 0.020 0.016 0.041 0.031 0.017 0.045 0.023 0.023 0.011 0.017 0.6525
M15 |0.018 0.028 0.018 0.027 0.030 0.026 0.017 0.049 0.026 0.036 0.023 0.030 0.024 0.047 0.012 0.7319
sum |0.672 0.563 0.688 0.853 0.650 0.854 0.692 0.756 0.798 0.718 0.630 0.740 0.698 0.743 0.709
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Table 5- The second component of the total relation fuzzy matrix or Tm (inverse multiplication of I-Xm
matrix by Xm matrix).

M1 M2 M3 M4 M5 Mé6 M7 M8 M9 M10 MI11 M12 M13 Mi14 MIl1S sum

M1 |0.066 0.090 0.097 0.112 0.101 0.118 0.092 0.096 0.109 0.099 0.088 0.089 0.098 0.090 0.104 2.442
M2 |0.084 0.060 0.103 0.112 0.094 0.106 0.096 0.094 0.097 0.087 0.099 0.088 0.091 0.100 0.086 2.412
M3 |0.075 0.076 0.064 0.108 0.080 0.090 0.093 0.109 0.093 0.094 0.090 0.107 0.088 0.096 0.095 2.291
M4 |0.077 0.093 0.107 0.074 0.081 0.103 0.095 0.093 0.106 0.091 0.092 0.103 0.078 0.104 0.084 2.349
M5 |0.089 0.078 0.085 0.111 0.065 0.111 0.085 0.100 0.113 0.098 0.093 0.099 0.107 0.116 0.098 2.392
M6 |0.078 0.072 0.096 0.087 0.083 0.070 0.090 0.094 0.096 0.086 0.076 0.099 0.096 0.093 0.098 2.191
M7 |0.100 0.081 0.094 0.104 0.086 0.121 0.070 0.121 0.112 0.090 0.096 0.103 0.106 0.114 0.101 2.524
M8 |0.094 0.083 0.090 0.111 0.099 0.105 0.085 0.070 0.102 0.104 0.092 0.094 0.102 0.082 0.108 2.390
M9 |0.091 0.084 0.097 0.106 0.083 0.112 0.103 0.090 0.074 0.111 0.082 0.112 0.080 0.106 0.115 2.428
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Table 5- Continued.
M1 M2 M3 M4 M5 M6 M7 M8 M9 M10 M1l Mi12 Mi13 Ml4 Ml15 sum

M10 |0.092 0.087 0.088 0.125 0.080 0.109 0.117 0.099 0.101 0.072 0.096 0.120 0.094 0.092 0.112 2.520
M11 [0.093 0.087 0.100 0.120 0.086 0.103 0.089 0.092 0.106 0.090 0.062 0.097 0.105 0.091 0.084 2.324
M12 [0.101 0.095 0.102 0.100 0.094 0.100 0.096 0.111 0.102 0.110 0.087 0.070 0.102 0.093 0.092 2.397
M13 |0.088 0.083 0.090 0.115 0.099 0.115 0.095 0.099 0.096 0.097 0.092 0.104 0.067 0.098 0.096 2.363
M14 |0.104 0.086 0.099 0.091 0.097 0.091 0.081 0.108 0.100 0.083 0.107 0.090 0.088 0.066 0.083 2.289
M15 [0.086 0.091 0.086 0.101 0.096 0.101 0.086 0.119 0.098 0.105 0.089 0.100 0.092 0.117 0.069 2.445
sum (233 211 236 268 228 2,69 237 249 257 242 225 246 238 247 240
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Table 6- The third component of the total connectivity fuzzy matrix or Tu (the inverse product of the
I-Xu matrix by the Xu matrix).

M1 M2 M3 M4 MS M6 M7 M8 M9 M0 M1l Mi2 Mi13 Mi4 MI1S sum
M1 [0.496 0.525 0.551 0.590 0.546 0.590 0.542 0.557 0.575 0.551 0.529 0.543 0.549 0.549 0.541 13.69
M2 [0.514 0.473 0.545 0.578 0.529 0.572 0.530 0.545 0.552 0.528 0.523 0.532 0.531 0.548 0.518 13.38
M3 [0.491 0.485 0.480 0.552 0.499 0.541 0.517 0.537 0.532 0.514 0.499 0.529 0.513 0.528 0.511 12.88
M4 [0.500 0.510 0.536 0.522 0.508 0.562 0.526 0.536 0.547 0.524 0.514 0.533 0.511 0.538 0.509 13.13
M5 ]0.520 0.504 0.529 0.578 0.489 0.578 0.525 0.552 0.563 0.540 0.518 0.543 0.543 0.554 0.525 13.39
M6 [0.488 0.476 0.517 0.532 0.496 0.502 0.508 0.517 0.523 0.505 0.485 0.515 0.510 0.520 0.503 12.64
M7 ]0.538 0.514 0.546 0.579 0.529 0.590 0.507 0.569 0.570 0.540 0.535 0.549 0.549 0.565 0.541 13.70
M8 [0.511 0.500 0.525 0.562 0.520 0.562 0.515 0.501 0.542 0.530 0.514 0.528 0.534 0.522 0.526 13.13
M9 [0.514 0.502 0.533 0.565 0.511 0.565 0.529 0.534 0.510 0.538 0.505 0.542 0.514 0.541 0.529 13.21
M10 |0.518 0.507 0.526 0.575 0.510 0.564 0.539 0.543 0.550 0.497 0.516 0.546 0.530 0.535 0.533 13.32
M11 |0.508 0.496 0.527 0.565 0.511 0.553 0.518 0.533 0.545 0.521 0.471 0.530 0.530 0.530 0.506 13.05
M12 |0.523 0.512 0.537 0.564 0.527 0.564 0.533 0.554 0.555 0.542 0.515 0.500 0.535 0.540 0.522 13.31
M13 |0.513 0.502 0.528 0.571 0.523 0.571 0.529 0.544 0.545 0.527 0.517 0.536 0.490 0.535 0.523 13.21
M14 |0.510 0.494 0.519 0.539 0.514 0.539 0.503 0.535 0.530 0.506 0.508 0.515 0.511 0.485 0.498 12.81
M15 |0.508 0.508 0.521 0.559 0.517 0.559 0.517 0.550 0.544 0.532 0.511 0.530 0.525 0.546 0.482 13.20
sum [12.87 12.57 13.25 14.11 1296 14.11 13.14 13.55 13.72 13.23 12.81 13.33 13.18 13.46 12.98
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Table 7- Creation and analysis of causal diagrams.

Di Ri Di+Ri Di-Ri  DitRi b, Di-Ri g5l,.¢
1 m u 1 m u 1 m u 1 m u

M1 073 244 13.69 067 233 1287 140 477 2657 -12.14 011 13.02 8.37 0.18
M2 072 241 1338 056 211 1257 128 452 2594 -1185 030 12.81 8.09 0.29
M3 0.65 229 1288 0.69 236 1325 134 465 2612 -1259 -0.07 12.19 8.21 0.1
M4 068 235 1313 085 268 1411 154 503 2724 -1343 -033 12.28 8.67 -0.36
M5 071 239 1339 0.65 228 1296 136 4.68 2636 -1226 011 12.74 8.27 0.12
M6 0.60 219 1264 085 269 1411 146 488 2675 -1351 -049 11.78 8.48 -0.54
M7 077 252 1370 0.69 237 13.14 146 489 2684 -1237 016 13.01 8.50 0.17
M8 070 239 13.13 076 249 13.55 146 488 2668 -12.84 -0.10 12.38 8.47 -0.14
M9 072 243 1321 080 257 1372 152 500 2692 -1299 -0.15 1241 8.60 -0.18
MI10 077 252 1332 072 242 1323 149 494 2655 -1246 0.10 1261 8.50 0.06
MI11 067 232 1305 063 225 1281 130 457 2585 -1213 008 1242 8.11 0.07
MI12 071 240 1331 074 246 1333 145 486 26.64 -12.62 -0.06 1257 8.45 -0.06
MI13 069 236 1321 070 238 13.18 139 474 2639 -1249 -0.02 1251 8.32 -0.02
M14 065 229 1281 074 247 1346 140 476 2627 -12.81 -0.18 12.06 8.32 -0.22
MI15 073 245 1320 071 240 1298 144 485 2618 -1225 004 1249 8.37 0.04
M16 070 237 13.15 069 237 13.04 139 474 2619 -1234 001 1246 8.29 0.01
M17 070 237 1298 077 252 1333 147 490 2631 -12.63 -0.15 1221 8.43 -0.16
MI18 080 258 1356 061 221 1256 141 479 2612 -11.76 037 1295 8.32 0.37
M19 075 247 1332 064 227 1281 139 475 2613 -1206 020 12.67 8.29 0.19
M20 075 247 1330 078 254 1343 152 501 2673 -12.68 -0.06 1252 8.58 -0.07
M21 067 233 1289 074 246 1332 141 478 2621 -1265 -0.13 12.15 8.33 -0.16
M22 071 240 13.10 076 250 1328 147 490 2638 -12.57 -0.10 1234 8.44 -0.10
M23 071 240 1331 080 258 13.64 151 498 2695 -1293 -0.18 1251 8.58 -0.18
M24 079 257 1337 070 239 1330 150 496 2667 -1251 018 1267 8.53 0.11
M25 089 276 1403 071 240 1310 160 516 2713 -1221 036 1332 8.75 0.35
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Figure 1- Diagram of cause and effect relationships between factors.
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Table 8 - Summary of rankings.

Rank D+R 2958
1 8.747611 F25
2 8.666621 F4
3 8.599551 F9
4 8.583076 F23
5 8.577626 F20
6 8.530225 F24
7 8.50014 F7
8 8.497263 F10
9 8.477235 F6

10 8.472447 F8
11 8.448558 F12
12 8.444779 F22
13 8.431303 F17
14 8.372214 F15
15 8.368815 Fl
16 8.327479 F21
17 8.321671 F13
18 8321151 F18
19 8316168 Fl14
20 8.293077 F16
21 8.287829 F19
22 8.267427 F5
23 8.212653 F3
24 8.111943 Fl1

N
wn

8.089421 F2
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Table 9- Final weight of each factor using the OPA-F method.

Rank OPA-F Weight 550

1 0.041655 F25
2 0.04127 F4
3 0.04095 F9
4 0.040872 F23
5 0.040846 F20
6 0.04062 F24
7 0.040477 F7
8 0.040463 F10
9 0.040368 F6
10 0.040345 F8
11 0.040231 F12
12 0.040213 F22
13 0.040149 F17
14 0.039868 F15
15 0.039851 Fl1
16 0.039655 F21
17 0.039627 F13
18 0.039625 F18
19 0.039601 F14
20 0.039491 F16
21 0.039466 F19
22 0.039369 F5
23 0.039108 F3
24 0.038628 F11
25 0.038521 F2
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Table 10 - Results of examining the scores of each
criterion in the desired options.

Criterion M1 M2 M3 M4

Cl 5 2 3 1
C2 2 3 1 1
C3 2 3 5 3
C4 1 2 1 1
Cs5 4 5 3 2
Co 4 5 1 2
C7 5 4 5 1
C8 3 5 4 5
c9 2 2 2 1
C10 4 3 1 1
Cl1 5 2 1 1
Cl12 3 1 2 1
Cl13 5 2 3 4
Cl4 5 3 1 1
Cl15 5 2 1 1
Cl6 5 1 2 1
C17 5 4 1 5
C18 5 5 2 2
C19 5 2 1 5
C20 5 3 4 2
C21 5 2 1 5
C22 5 1 2 2
C23 3 2 3 3
C24 2 3 2 1
C25 1 2 4 3
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