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Abstract

Purpose: Quality of life is one of the important issues in people's lives throughout the modern developed world. Due to the
progress of science and technology, the increase in social welfare, and people's expectations of life, this issue has received
more attention than evet.

Methodology: In this study, the quality of life of people in Iranian provinces and their ranking using cross-functional
efficiency and Anderson-Peterson methods, as well as changes in 2016 and 2021, were evaluated using the data envelopment
analysis technique. All data were collected from the website of the Statistical Center of Iran and the country's statistical
yearbook, and the list of Iranian provinces was also prepared based on the latest country divisions.

Findings: The results of this study showed that Data Envelopment Analysis (DEA) is a suitable tool for assessing and
comparing quality of life at the provincial level, especially when faced with multiple and heterogeneous inputs and outputs.
By applying DEA models to data from 2016 and 2021, it was observed that there is a significant difference between the
performance of provinces in the two time periods, such that some provinces have been able to improve their ranking by
improving welfare, education, health and employment indicators, while others have had a relative decrease in efficiency.
Also, comparing the results of the two years under study indicates the existence of a regional gap in the distribution of quality
of life, which requires a review of regional development policies.

Originality/Value: The innovation and originality of this study lies in applying the Data Envelopment Analysis model to
assess quality of life at the provincial level and with a comparative approach between two different years (1395 and 1400).
While most previous studies have focused on assessing the quality of life at a point in time or with traditional methods, this
study, with a quantitative approach based on DEA, has provided a more accurate, objective, and comparable picture of the
quality of life situation. Also, using accurate and up-to-date data from Iranian provinces and analyzing the trend of changes
over 5 years makes this study a reliable source for macro-decision-making in social justice, regional development, and public
welfare policymaking.
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Table 2- Quality of life assessment indicators and their definitions.
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Figure 1- The latest version of the divisions of Iran.
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Table 5- Ranking of provinces using cross-efficiency and AP methods.
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Figure 2- The rate of change in the quality of life of the people of the provinces of Iran using the cross-efficiency method.
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Figure 3- The rate of changes in the quality of life of people in Iranian provinces using the AP method.
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